
St Martin’s News

This Week...

15th October  2026

Info & dates for your diary
Due to the Harvest Celebrations this week, 

there will be no celebration assembly 
tomorrow - see you all at the church!

16th October - Harvest Celebrations (year 1 to year 6)
                              2pm at St Martin’s Church

2nd November - BACK TO SCHOOL for Autumn  
Term 2

5th November - Individual child photographs
                                ALL sibling photos to take place in the school hall from 8.15am
                                    NO sibling photos will be taken later in the day

(more information on individual events to follow)

Newsletter issue #05

Nursery News

I can't believe it is already the end of 

Autumn 1! What a busy term we have had. 

It has been lovely seeing the children 

return to school and settle into life in their 

new classes. We have enjoyed adventures 

out with Outdoor Dave and Adventure 

James in KS1. KS2 have had an excellent 

start to the year with our Learning to Learn 

week camps, despite the rain. And to finish 

off an excellent term, we look forward to 

welcoming you to St Martin's Church for 

our harvest celebration tomorrow. Have a 

lovely half-term break, and we look 

forward to seeing you back on November 

2nd for Autumn Term 2.

Warm regards,

Miss Pope

Head of School 

Pumpkin Fun & Growing Sunflowers at Wild 
Warriors!

It’s been a busy and creative week at Wild Warriors!

Outdoors, the children got hands-on with real tools - 
using hammers, nails, and screwdrivers to add unique 
textures and patterns to our pumpkins. Inside, things 
got colorful as we brought out the paints to design 

bright, bold pumpkin masterpieces.

When we weren't crafting, we loved taking time to 
check on our sunflowers and watch just how much 
they’ve grown. It’s been wonderful seeing everyone 
dive into tool play, art, and nature all in one week!

Bring It!

19th - 30th October - NO SCHOOL FOR TWO WEEKS
● 19th - 23rd October - INSET DAYS (no children in school)
● 26th - 30th October - Half Term Holiday

POLITE NOTICE
Please can we ask that, when parked in the car park, 
you turn your vehicle engine off. We have noticed a 
few vehicles at drop off and collection with their 
engine left running, sometimes  for upwards of 20/30 
minutes. Please, for safety reasons, always reverse 
into parking bays.

Also, can we please remind you that there is no 
smoking or vaping allowed on the whole school site, 
which includes the car park.

Many thanks for your continued support.



We are thrilled to announce an exciting opportunity for our Year 5 and 6 pupils: a mountain biking 
trip to Tamar Trails in December!

To ensure all children can safely participate and take up this offer, they will need to be confident  
riding a bike. If there are any pupils that cannot ride a bike by December, we may have to run an 

alternative school-based experience for all.

We would greatly appreciate your support in helping your child build this important skill by 
practicing regularly between now and December. Gaining control and confidence on two wheels 

over the coming weeks will ensure everyone gets to enjoy this fantastic outdoor adventure.

Further details regarding dates, consent, and equipment will be shared soon. Thank you in 
advance for your help in getting the children ready for the trails!

Happy cycling!

Year 5 & 6 Mountain Biking Trip



Please make contact 
to book a tour between 
9am and 3pm, at a 
time to suit you!



Attendance matters!

Adventurers - Miss  Tozer 84.5%

Discoverers - Miss Craze 85.2%

Voyagers  - Mrs Betts & Mrs 
Kent

94.5%

Pioneers  - Mrs Riggs & Mrs 
Vince

98.5%

Globetrotters - Mrs Ardern 99.3%

Groundbreakers - Mrs 
Bersey & Mrs Coad

90.1%

Trailblazers - Miss 
Nettleinghame

97.7%

Wayfarers - Miss Holmes 81.7%

Pathfinders  - Miss Nile 84.4%

Wanderers - Mr Kowalski 87%

Mountaineers - Mrs Kinsella 88.3%

COMMUNICATION

Could we please remind parents to 
always leave a voicemail if they 
call the school and do not get a 

reply. We have three lines coming 
in and only Mrs Hatherley and Mrs 

Bourne to answer the calls 
(sometimes only one if the other is 

out of the office)! Voicemails are 
received via email and responded 

to as soon as possible.
Please also feel free to drop us a 

message via MCAS or an email via
st-martins@stbarnabasmat.com

If you have concerns about a child at 
school, you can seek advice from any of 

the following people: 

Miss Pope - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Wynne - Family Support Advisor & DDSL

Mrs McHale - SENDCO & DDSL

Miss Nile - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Enever - Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead

Bring your light to St 
Martin’s every day and we will 

help it shine!

mailto:st-martins@stbarnabasmat.com


IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR PENALTY NOTICE CHANGES FROM AUGUST 2024

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Education Act 1996. We may 
submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. 
Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but 
within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing a further offence 
under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with 
Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine 
of £160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been reached, other action 
such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered. 

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because your child has not been 
attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to 
Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 444(1) or Section 444(1A) 
of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sentence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the 
costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and to fund attendance 
support. Any extra money is returned to the government.

If you are struggling with your child’s attendance or would benefit from some help or support, please get in touch. We are here to help!

● Our School day starts at 08:45am & Registers close at 9am

● Any child arriving after 9am will be marked as late

● Any child arriving after 9.20am will be marked as an unauthorised late

Please kindly ensure your child arrives at school on time and with their school bag, drinks bottle and completed  
homework. Thank you.

Frequent lateness can lead to an accumulation of unauthorised absences, which can trigger formal action, for  
example Fines (Penalty Notices).  

CONJUNCTIVITIS UPDATE

NHS guidance for conjunctivitis has recently changed and 
children no longer need to stay off school at all, unless they 

are not well enough to attend. 
Please see link for more info:

Conjunctivitis

NHS guidance now includes:
Wash your eyelids with clean water. Boil the water and let it 

cool down, then gently wipe your eyelashes with a clean 
cotton wool pad to clean off crusts (1 piece for each eye).
Hold a cold flannel on your eyes for a few minutes to cool 

them down.

Medical Appointments: A Quick Reminder

To ensure your child misses as little learning as possible, please try to schedule medical and dental 
appointments outside of school hours whenever you can.

If an appointment during the school day is unavoidable, please provide the school office with medical 
evidence (such as an appointment card, letter, or text confirmation) in advance.

Parental Appointments: We kindly ask that children are not collected early from school to accompany 
parents or carers to their own personal appointments. Wherever possible, please try to arrange for 
someone else to collect your child at the end of the school day if you have another commitment.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us prioritise your child's education and minimise 
classroom disruption!

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/


What’s on @ St Martin’s Church?



What’s on in the community?

Book  Now !!!       FREE          Thursday 26th October
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Buffet lunch served at 12:00 PM

Join us for a family-friendly day at the library!
This is a wonderful opportunity to connect with your 
community in a welcoming and safe environment.
Storytime and related activities for kids
These events are completely free, but booking is 
essential to ensure enough food and space for everyone.
Please let us know if you can’t make it! We have a big 
waiting list and we would like to offer to other families.

Whether you’re a regular visitor or new to our library 
community, we look forward to welcoming you for a 
lunchtime of fun, laughter, and connection.
Don’t miss out—we promise you won’t leave hungry or 

For more information and to book please visit the Real 
Ideas website 

Learn all about witches and make your own 

clay witches hat at one of these half term 

workshops.    Liskeard & District Museum

Wednesday 21st October 

11am-12pm & 2pm-3pm

Suitable for ages 7+    £2 per participant

Book your place on the Museum website

FREE      Family Film Afternoon 

There will be a Family Film Afternoon with Disney’s 
Spooky Buddies at Liskeard Public Hall, on Monday 
26th October 2026, 1.30pm–3pm (doors open from 

1.15pm)

Feel free to bring your own drink and snacks.
Spaces are limited so reserve your place online via 

Eventbrite   
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-family-film-after
noon-disney-spooky-buddies-liskeard-public-hall-tic

kets-2003187433538

Liskeard & District Museum
Wednesday 28th October

11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Age 5+

https://www.realideas.org/whats-on?venue_equal=%5B%22Liskeard+Library%22%5D
https://www.realideas.org/whats-on?venue_equal=%5B%22Liskeard+Library%22%5D
https://liskeardmuseum.com/whats-on
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-family-film-afternoon-disney-spooky-buddies-liskeard-public-hall-tickets-2003187433538
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-family-film-afternoon-disney-spooky-buddies-liskeard-public-hall-tickets-2003187433538
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/free-family-film-afternoon-disney-spooky-buddies-liskeard-public-hall-tickets-2003187433538


Supporting young children online
Online safety for young kids aged 6-10

Guidance for parents and carers

Early use of digital technology can boost language skills, social development, and creativity in 
children. But it also carries the risk of exposure to online harm. See how you can help your 

child stay safe and happy.

Download guide

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/

Watch the Video for Tips and Guidance

Every childhood is worth fighting for

What to do if you're worried about the 
time that your child is spending online. 

Get practical advice   

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-s
afe/online-safety/supporting-your-child-throu

gh-compulsive-device-use/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-reporting/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children
-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/

Parental controls

Discover how to set up safety controls on 
devices, apps, services, wifi and more.

Find out more

Bookings are now live for our October Half Term Time2Move Holiday Programme!

We are delighted to announce that, for the first time, we are able to offer activities during October Half Term!

We are excited to be working with a number of fantastic activity providers to run a small pilot programme of half 
term activities, made possible thanks to funding from the Crisis Resilience Fund provided by Cornwall Council. 

To explore the full programme and book your place, simply visit our website using THIS LINK

Children eligible for benefits related Free School Meals can access the activities fully funded.

We are aware that you may have received some communications from the Department for Education regarding your 
eligibility for the Holiday Activities and Food Programme (known locally as the Time2Move Holiday Programme). 

Please be aware that this will be in place for Christmas,

We are currently in a transitional period of time where new codes are being issued, however we are pleased to 
confirm that if you were eligible for the programme in the summer, you will continue to be eligible for October Half 

Term.

Simply search for your unique code by clicking THIS LINK and enter it on the Playwaze website when booking.

If you cannot access your code and believe you are eligible, please contact us - via 
Time2Move.HolidayProgramme@cornwall.gov.uk

https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Internet-Matters-Age-Guide-6-10s-Jan23.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/6-10/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/supporting-your-child-through-compulsive-device-use/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/supporting-your-child-through-compulsive-device-use/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/supporting-your-child-through-compulsive-device-use/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/supporting-your-child-through-compulsive-device-use/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/supporting-your-child-through-compulsive-device-use/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/supporting-your-child-through-compulsive-device-use/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.activecornwall.org/parents-and-carers/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/time2move-holiday-programme/


https://cornwall.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/SynergyWeb/School_Admissions.aspx





