
St Martin’s News

This Week...

17th September  2026

Info & dates for your diary
CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES

(usually Fridays at 2.30pm)

Please remember that mobile phones and smart watches 
should be turned off when attending any assemblies and 
no photographs should be taken. Many thanks for your 

understanding.

12th October - Flu vaccinations (reception to year 6)
                         This is “opt in” so if you do not complete the consent form
                               your child will not be vaccinated

5th November - Individual child photographs
                                ALL sibling photos to take place in the school hall from 8.15am
                                    NO sibling photos will be taken later in the day

(more information on individual events to follow)

Newsletter issue #01

Nursery News

What a wonderful first week back! 

Despite the damp weather, everyone 

had a fantastic time at our Learning 

to Learn camp—the rain certainly 

didn't dampen our spirits, especially 

with warm hot chocolate and plenty 

of fun games back at school to keep 

us smiling.

The children have made an excellent 

start to the new term. We have seen 

tremendous focus across all 

classrooms this week, with a big 

emphasis on mastering neat, 

beautiful handwriting.

On a personal note, thank you all so 

much for making me feel so welcome 

in my first weeks. It has been lovely 

meeting so many of you around the 

school, and I am looking forward to a 

fantastic year ahead together!

Warm regards,

Miss Pope

Head of School 

Wild Warriors: Big Adventures & The Three Little Pigs!

What an exciting week in Wild Warriors! Our young 
adventurers established our Wild Area rules, learning 
how to respect nature and stay safe while exploring 
outdoors.

Inspired by our story of the week, The Three Little 
Pigs, the children put their engineering skills to the 
test. Using provided materials like straw, sticks, and 
stones, they worked together to construct sturdy 
mini-shelters capable of standing up to the "Big Bad 
Wolf!" They showed brilliant problem-solving and 
imagination throughout.

Bring It!

19th - 30th October - NO SCHOOL FOR TWO WEEKS
● 19th - 23rd October - INSET DAYS (no children in school)
● 26th - 30th October - Half Term Holiday



End of Week Awards!

Adventurers Discoverers Voyagers Pioneers Wanderers

Star 
Learner 

Kai

Bring It!
Hedley

Star 
Learner 
Vinny

Bring It!
Penelope 

Star 
Learner 
Tommy

Bring It!
Arthur

Star 
Learner 
Evelyn

Bring It!
Peyton

Star 
Learner 

Kiyah-Lee

Bring It!
Brooke

Globetrotters Groundbreaker
s

Trailblazers Wayfarers Pathfinders

Star 
Learner 
Bailey

Bring It!
Lexi

Star 
Learner 
 Soren

Bring It!
Princess

Star 
Learner 
Chloe W

Bring It!
 Toby

Star 
Learner 
Sarah 

Bring It!
Harrison 

Star 
Learner 

Max

Bring It!
 Rosalie

Bring Courage! 

Bring Friendship!

Bring 

Creativity!

Bring It!

Mountaineers

Star 
Learner 

Syd



Attendance matters!

Adventurers - Miss  Tozer 94.4%

Discoverers - Miss Craze 95.7%

Voyagers  - Mrs Betts & Mrs 
Kent

95.5%

Pioneers  - Mrs Riggs & Mrs 
Vince

97.7%

Globetrotters - Mrs Ardern 95.7%

Groundbreakers - Mrs 
Bersey & Mrs Coad

92.5%

Trailblazers - Miss 
Nettleinghame

96.5%

Wayfarers - Miss Holmes 95.8%

Pathfinders  - Miss Nile 95.6%

Wanderers - Mr Kowalski 94.8%

Mountaineers - Mrs Kinsella 94%

COMMUNICATION

Could we please remind parents to 
always leave a voicemail if they 
call the school and do not get a 

reply. We have three lines coming 
in and only Mrs Hatherley and Mrs 

Bourne to answer the calls 
(sometimes only one if the other is 

out of the office)! Voicemails are 
received via email and responded 

to as soon as possible.
Please also feel free to drop us a 

message via MCAS or an email via
st-martins@stbarnabasmat.com

If you have concerns about a child at 
school, you can seek advice from any of 

the following people: 

Miss Pope - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Wynne - Family Support Advisor & DDSL

Mrs McHale - SENDCO & DDSL

Miss Nile - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Enever - Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead

Bring your light to St 
Martin’s every day and we will 

help it shine!

mailto:st-martins@stbarnabasmat.com


IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR PENALTY NOTICE CHANGES FROM AUGUST 2024

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the Education Act 1996. We may 
submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. 
Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but 
within 28 days.

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be committing a further offence 
under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with 
Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine 
of £160, payable within 28 days.

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been reached, other action 
such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered. 

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court because your child has not been 
attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to 
Court, including legal costs.

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 444(1) or Section 444(1A) 
of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sentence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the 
costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and to fund attendance 
support. Any extra money is returned to the government.

If you are struggling with your child’s attendance or would benefit from some help or support, please get in touch. We are here to help!

● Our School day starts at 08:45am & Registers close at 9am

● Any child arriving after 9am will be marked as late

● Any child arriving after 9.20am will be marked as an unauthorised late

Please kindly ensure your child arrives at school on time and with their school bag, drinks bottle and completed  
homework. Thank you.

Frequent lateness can lead to an accumulation of unauthorised absences, which can trigger formal action, for  
example Fines (Penalty Notices).  

CONJUNCTIVITIS UPDATE

NHS guidance for conjunctivitis has recently changed and 
children no longer need to stay off school at all, unless they 

are not well enough to attend. 
Please see link for more info:

Conjunctivitis

NHS guidance now includes:
Wash your eyelids with clean water. Boil the water and let it 

cool down, then gently wipe your eyelashes with a clean 
cotton wool pad to clean off crusts (1 piece for each eye).
Hold a cold flannel on your eyes for a few minutes to cool 

them down.

Medical Appointments: A Quick Reminder

To ensure your child misses as little learning as possible, please try to schedule medical and dental 
appointments outside of school hours whenever you can.

If an appointment during the school day is unavoidable, please provide the school office with medical 
evidence (such as an appointment card, letter, or text confirmation) in advance.

Parental Appointments: We kindly ask that children are not collected early from school to accompany 
parents or carers to their own personal appointments. Wherever possible, please try to arrange for 
someone else to collect your child at the end of the school day if you have another commitment.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us prioritise your child's education and minimise 
classroom disruption!

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/


What’s on in the community?

St Martin’s Church

Primary school aged children and their families are 
welcome to join us on Thursdays in term time from 

3.30pm to 5pm in the Lower Hall of the Church Centre for 
Blaze Supper Club!

Blaze Supper Club is a FREE club where families can come 
and eat together, play games and get creative with crafts. 

Children must be accompanied by their grown ups.

If you would like to volunteer with Blaze Supper Club, or 
donate food (soup, beans and pasta are always needed!) 

please email rachel@smartchurchliskeard.co.uk

During half term, we usually host Movie Monday in the 
Church from 6pm. This is a FREE event for the whole 

family, and includes entrance and a bag of popcorn! A 
tuck shop is also available, so do bring some pennies.

To find out when our next Movie Monday is, please call 
the church office on 01579 347411

Liskeard Car Boot Sale
18 September @ 3:00 pm  

Liskeard Car Boot Sale

Liskeard Cricket Club St Cleer Road, 
Liskeard

There will be a Car Boot Sale every Friday 

afternoon throughout the summer held at 

Liskeard Cricket Club (weather permitting). 

Sellers from 2.30pm, buyers not before 3pm

Liskeard Unlocked – St Martin’s Church
19 September @ 10:00 am - 2:00 pm Free

Come and explore this ancient building and see 
parts normally hidden away.

Discover how St Martin’s church building has been 
altered and changed over time. There will also be 
children’s activities that will help them explore the 
building.

You will be able to go up the church tower and see 
Liskeard as you’ve never seen it before!

Our bell ringing team will be demonstrating their 
art during the day and there will be opportunity for 
the public to have a go at ringing one of the bells!

At various points during the day our organist will be 
playing the organ and you will be able to see the 
inner workings of the organ

mailto:rachel@smartchurchliskeard.co.uk
https://visitliskeard.co.uk/view-event/liskeard-car-boot-sale-3-2/2026-09-18/
https://visitliskeard.co.uk/series/liskeard-car-boot-sale/
https://visitliskeard.co.uk/series/liskeard-car-boot-sale/


https://cornwall.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/SynergyWeb/School_Admissions.aspx




2027 - 2028 TERM DATES
SHOULD APPEAR HERE SOON




